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among some who'were not likely to forget that he had been
their political opponent.

Mr. Olay was chosen Speaker. Friendly, although not in
timate, personal relations had all along existed between him
and Mr. "Webster; but Mr. Olay had been an ardent leader
during the war on the side of an Administration, some of whose
measures Mr. Webster had felt it to be his duty to oppose. Mr.
Olay was now one of five or six candidates for the presidency
from among whom a choice was to be made, but he probably
did not count upon the support of Mr. "Webster. The latter
entertained a sincere respect for Mr. Clay's public character,
and regarded him as a liberal and honorable man, not un-
friendly in his general feeling; yet he did not anticipate that,
in the organization and arrangement of the affairs of the House,
Mr. Olay would venture entirely to disregard old lines of dis-
tinction, although he supposed that in his own case the Speaker
would not be afraid to shake off any party trammels that might
have formerly existed. The result was, that, without any com-
munication between them or their respective friends, Mr. Olay
placed Mr. "Webster at the head of the Judiciary Committee;
an appointment which, under all the circumstances, was the
most fit which he could have made, and one that was doubtless
made from a sense of its fitness.                                                ;

In the presidential election that was then approaching, Mr.
Webster felt less interest than he did in another subject. He
had long been an anxious observer of the heroic struggle which
the Greeks had maintained against their Turkish oppressors;
he had studied the civil and military aspects of the 'Greek
Revolution with the closest attention: he had become satisfied
that the Greeks had character enough to carry them through
the contest with success; and he not only felt, in common with
the whole people of this country, a warm sympathy in their
cause, but he saw, as not many others did, in the principles,and
policy proclaimed by the allied governments of Europe, and in
the general indifference of the statesmen of Europe to the result
of this contest, great cause of danger to liberty throughout
the world. He determined therefore to do or say something in
behalf of the Greeks at an early period of the session.

Before deciding on the step to be taken, he conferred with.